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"Under Construction; God at work"
From as far back as I can remember, my mother kept me in church. I never really wanted to be there and I never had a personal relationship with God. I barely paid attention to anything said after the music stopped. Throughout the years I learned
enough from Sunday school and the services to call myself a "Christian."
Around the age of 16, God's Word had begun a work on me. I remember being
at a Christian youth convention called Promise Keepers and the speaker kept
saying, "God is trying to reach you but you keep fighting Him!" I felt like He
was talking directly to me. He said, "Close your eyes and say I surrender
Lord...repeat it, and mean it, and God will come into your life!" I did and I
began to cry so much it hurt. That was the first time I accepted Jesus Christ
and truly knew what it was to feel the power of the Holy Spirit working on
me!
I thought I was saved but soon after that I stopped going to church altogether.
By that point I was in a gang, smoking marijuana, drinking liquor, and I barely
graduated high school. I moved out of my mother's house to live the fast life.
I ended up in Atlantic City selling and using drugs, and pimping women to
support my habits. I was falling apart and on July 13th, 2010 I got arrested for
an armed robbery that I had nothing to do with! I lost trial in Jan. 2011 and a
few days after my 30th birthday I was sentenced to 18 years in prison! But
God...
I was sent to Rahway against my request, but I am so glad that God's building
plan was better than my own! Through the work of the Holy Spirit and the
prison ministry here I have been baptized and I've completely rededicated my
life to Christ.
About a year ago, I was faced with a tough decision. Although I was reunited
with Christ, I was also still an active gang member. God soon showed me that
I could no longer serve two masters (Mat. 6:24). I wanted to serve God but I
was afraid of the consequences of quitting a gang while in prison. Standing on
God's Word I went through with it. Not only did God deliver me unharmed
but He also filled that void with His love and the fellowship of my brothers in
Christ!
Since then I have learned what it truly is to serve and walk with Christ. The ministry here is building and shaping me to go
out and spread the Gospel and God has opened the door for me. After 2+ years my appeal is complete and my sentence
has been reduced by 10 years! Glory be to God! He's not done with me yet. I guess you could say I'm "still under construction!" My name is Louis Emmanuel Urgent II and this is my testimony!

"He which hath begun a good work in you will......perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." (Phil. 1:6)

"The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him...

"Past, Present, and Future"
May the Lord bless everyone! I feel grateful for the opportunity to
briefly testify about my life before and after Christ. My name is Luis
Aguiar, I am also known as "Silo." I was born and raised in Puerto
Rico and now I find myself incarcerated in Rahway State Prison serving an 18 year sentence. I have also been saved for almost 8 years. I
am married to my lovely wife Stephanie who has given us two beautiful children named Catherine and Julia.
At the age of 12, I entangled myself with narcotics, street fighting, alcohol and prescription pills. One night I ate so many pills that I almost
died. I was addicted to internet pornography, and attended 14 different schools before finally obtaining my diploma at the age of 19.
My spiritual life was always tormented by demonic power and I was
prone to sleep with the lights on because of fear. I realized years later
that I had to experience this power because I had ignored God's calling on me. I concluded that if this worldly system was able to offer
me negative experiences with drugs, sex, and ungodly pleasures, so
also must the living God have something good to offer me that
would quench my inner thirst. Jesus said, "If any man thirst, let him
come unto Me and drink..." (John 7:36-37)
A while after being born again I started experiencing God's Presence
and witnessed how he changes people. I then backslid for a season
and ended up in prison. Today after 4 years behind bars, God has
given me a new and more mature perspective on life. He has also
taught me to value and honor the people and the place where He
has planted me in Christ Jesus. Behind bars I have also witnessed
God's desire to restore and heal human beings in the harshest of conditions, even when the inward pain seems unbearable.

Luis with wife and daughter

It is in these conditions, where all hope tends to fade away, that the Lord dares to enter. He shines forth a new beginning to
those who in desperation invoke His Name. In Jer. 29:46 God commands His exiled people to multiply where they are and
not to be diminished. In other words, he demands them to grow in the midst of affliction and to bear fruit even when the
space is limited and uncomfortable. It is the same for us in here.
I believe that if we take the initiative the Lord will produce resources from within us even in our captivity. Resources that will
open doors to new grounds of opportunity and expectation. Grounds to a higher platform of possibilities that will catapult
our lives into the role that God destined for us to fulfill in Jesus Christ. I feel the Lord developing those things in my own life
in here. I find myself surrounded by genuine believers that are expanding my frontiers and horizons for ministry. I praise the
Lord for the way he has been moving in this prison and I am convinced that He will do greater things because He is more
than able.
I conclude by stating, nobody has to live in bondage to their past. Our past need not determine our future because Christ is
the Remedy. Yesterday is the past and tomorrow is the future, but today is a gift. The Bible says, "If any man be in Christ old
things are passed away, all things are become new." ( 2 Cor. 5:17) That is why the present is greater than the future because
the future is purchased by the decisions made in the present. As Abraham Lincoln said, "The best thing about the future is
that it comes only one day at a time."
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...in those that hope in His mercy." (Ps. 147:11)

"Thou therefore endure hardness...

"A Soldier in Basic Training"
My name is Tyrone and I came from a family of five sisters and one brother. My parents stayed married till my
father passed away in 2011 of natural causes. My mom
is a very anointed and praying lady and she always
kept us in church. At the age of 13, I started to stray
away from Christianity. In Junior High School, I became
a five-percenter and indulged in smoking weed and
drinking alcohol. As I got into high school, I started cutting school and finally I dropped out. I got a job and finally got my G.E.D. I then got married and had my first
son. Sadly, I started committing adultery and lying
while the weed and alcohol progressed to cocaine.
God still had his hand on me though and I got a job as
a New York City Transit bus driver. That got me off the
drugs but I remained a five-percenter. While there I met
my second wife with whom I had a girl and a boy. Then,
I joined the Service and ended up committing adultery
again working toward my second divorce. While in the
Army, I was deployed to Iraq. That's where God started
to bring me back to Himself. The unit that I was with
was a praying unit. Prior to every mission someone
would say a prayer before we left. That's when I started
to feel that being a five-percenter wasn't for me.
I came home in July of 2003. On New Year's Eve of 2005,
something told me to go to church with my mom. At
the end of the service when they made the alter call, I
had to go up and give myself to the Lord. That's when
I was born again.
Now, that was the beginning of my Christian walk. My
problem was I still couldn't leave the women alone. In
2006, I became addicted to gambling and one night after
I got off of training I decided to go to Atlantic City
again. The Lord was warning me though, "Don't go to
AC; go back to the base." I fought with that thought but
gave into AC. I lost all my money at the black-jack table
and by the end of the night I was being chased by the
cops for Armed Robbery!
God knows how to get your attention and make you
stand still. God has really shown mercy to me considering all the sin I have done before I was saved and
while I was saved. He has since improved my relationship between my oldest son and I who is about to graduate from college and receive his Bachelor in
Psychology. He blessed my two youngest children in
Florida with a new home to live in. God has healed my

Tyrone, 2nd from right, with son, mom and niece

81-years-old mother when she was in the hospital loosing blood. Now she has a clean bill of health and is mentally healthy.
God is now blessing me in learning the Word. He has
also surrounded me with men of God who are training
me to be the man that the Lord wants me to be. God is
blessing me to grow in the ministry as an usher and has
taught me so much about what it is to be a servant in
the house of the Lord. He has opened my eyes to see
that it's not what you have but Who you have.
In spite of my earthly losses, I haven't really lost anything but have gained my salvation and the knowledge,
wisdom and understanding of the Word of God. I was
on the road to self destruction, but now I am here in
Rahway being a soldier for God. When I leave here in a
few years, I will be a well trained soldier winning souls
for God's army.

...as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." (2 Tim. 3:4)
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"For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting...

"Slow to Anger and Great in Mercy"
God's grace, love, and mercy are greater than anyone could imagine. There is a man who came to
understand just that through his disobedience. He
believed that because he grew up in the church, he
knew everything about God. But he was wrong.
On Jan. 15, 2011 he woke up in a cell. He got up
and called his wife and began telling her that he
was charged with 5 armed robberies, aggravated
assault, and weapon charges. He went on to tell
her that he was sorry for the pain and suffering he
put her through and that she should move on with
life. She began to laugh; she responded by telling
him that she wasn't going anywhere. She said that
God had put them together and they were going
to stay together. She told him that he needed to go
back to his cell and pray. He finally took heed.
Edgar with his wife

In 2004 he had been released from prison, and he
was ready to take on the world, or so he thought. He believed because he taught the Word of God that he was prepared
to take on anything. He took two jobs, went to church, and met a young lady who was perfect. She was beautiful, loving, caring, college grad, came from a good background, and she was saved, even a Preacher's daughter! Oh, she was
perfect in his eyes! He was not able to provide for her though and it weighed on him heavily.
He was 24 years old and sleeping on his mom's couch so he went back to selling drugs. He felt it was OK because he
set rules; he wouldn't hustle on Sunday, and he would go to church. In 2006, he married the young lady and everything
seemed great in his eyes. He received positions in the church and became president of the Men's Department. The
Lord even used him to guide souls to Christ. As he grew in the church, he also grew in the street life. He claimed to
be a righteous man but his fruits were unrighteous. Like Paul said in Romans 6:16, "Do you not know that to when
you present yourselves to obey, you are that one's slave whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death or of obedience
leading to righteousness.”
Eventually, he felt it was time to get serious and leave the double life but the more he withdrew from the streets the
more he got promoted. He began selling large quantities of drugs and it felt good to drop $100 in the offering plate
but he knew something wasn't right.
Finally, he began to use drugs himself, and then one day, it all vanished and suddenly it was just him and God in a
cell talking. He was facing 55 years but God decided to take his disobedience and use it for His own glory. The man
began to fast and seek God.
The courts eventually reduced his time to 15 years, but he believed God would do more. He asked his lawyer to seek
less time. In hearing this request, the prosecutor argued that he had 5 armed robberies and that he didn't deserve the
15 years he was already receiving. He smiled and closed his eyes and asked God for mercy. The next day he went to
court to sign the 15 year agreement, but the paper no longer said 15, now it said 13 years. He began to praise God
while telling everyone that God always makes a way!
Blessings! My name is Edgar Melendez and this is just one of the great things that God has done in my life. Not only
my faith, but that of my wife and mother have grown as well. Whether in jail or in the outside world, we all struggle
sometimes, but God is always there to help us. Remember God is always great in mercy, wonderful in grace, and rich
in love. Please continue to pray for my family, friends, and me. God bless.
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...and His truth endures to all generations." (Ps. 100:5)

"For whosoever shall call on...

"Round the Church but Not in the Church"
My name is Samuel Mincey Sr. I was raised in the church but I did not
seek to understand the Word of God. I was in the world six days a
week and one day a week I was round the church. Oh! yes I was a
sinner. I played music for the church but my heart wasn't right. I had
no understanding of God's wrath while I was playing church. About
this time, I was more and more in my sin, drinking and you name it, I
did it, but God stopped me. I sent myself to jail for life because of my
sinful life in the world. I found myself in a place where I didn't want
to be, but even in jail I was still playing church. My mother came to
see me for years telling me to get it right with God.
Yes, I was playing music in the church, even in prison but my soul was
not right. Thank God for chaplain Barry Alston. Oh! I didn't like that
man of God but he helped me so much to understand the Bible. He
showed me the Ten Commandments, and how to confront my sin,
and the necessity of repentance. I thank God for the Seventh Day Adventists and Rev. Oswald Goulding but I still had a false conversion. I
thank God for the Word and Bible study where Rev. Jerry Gray also
helped me very much. He told me to, "Seek first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to me." (Matt.
6:33) For years I studied the Word of God and finally I saw God's unmerited favor for me. I realized I needed to be saved and get a better
understanding of the grace God had for me. If I had kept on playing
with God His wrath would have eventually come upon me.
I cried out to the Lord for a true conversion from my sinful condition
and in mercy, He converted my soul. I understood my primary task
Sam with his mom
now, The Great Commission in Matthew 28:19, "Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." I thank God for truly saving
and developing me to be a man of God. Now I desire to win souls, my true task in the Holy Spirit. Now I will rise up and be
that man God has called me to be. See, God called me to be evangelist. I'm learning how to share the Word the way Jesus did
with man's sinful condition and the certainty of judgment! See, I'm empowered now by the Holy Spirit to share.
Sadly, I had been gazing to the heavens while sinners were sinking into hell, myself included! God has called me to stop playing
church and to equip myself by studying the Word daily and rescuing those who are about to perish. It is written, "Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ as though God were pleading through us." (2 Cor. 5:20a) I will therefore go preach the gospel
to every creature. I repented as II Cor. 7:10 states and today I have a godly sorrow and remorse for my sins. See the Bible will
expose your sin, and yes, you can learn to overcome sin.
Please stand on the Word of God and you won't fall into error. The Christian life is not confined to church once a week. God
wants us to obey the Word all the time. Whatever the price, make Him Lord of your life. It's a tiny price to pay and the battle
won't be lost. Your repentance will bear fruit and your faith will grow. I hope my testimony encourages you to come to Jesus?
Won't you come to Jesus Christ today and give Him all that you are and all you have? I'll pray for your soul. God please save.

...the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Rom. 10:13)
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"But the path of the just is as a shining light...

"Better Days Have Come"
I last shared with you from Trenton in 2006 under
the title of "Cloudy with better Days Ahead?" Take
note that there was a question mark at the end of
that title. Many prayers since then have been answered, but with the other things, I wait (Prov.
18:13). There is no shame in God's game as long
as you abide by His rules.
Willie Harris is my name, still known by some as
"Big Bill" and to so many others "Brother Bill." I
was born in North Carolina and came to New Jersey at the age of five. I had lived in Newark all of
my early years. We were raised in a family of
seven children, I have three brothers and three sisters, two sisters which are older than me. I attended all my grammar schools years in Newark
and went on to graduate from Essex County Vocational & Technical High. I then started at Essex
Bill, back left, with sisters and nephew
County College, but soon had to give it up in
order to support a new wife and child. I then
moved to Elizabeth, NJ and went on to raise up two sons. There was not much real time spent in church, you know, the occasional visit for Easter and such. I would go home and put the Bible away until the next visit. I was an auto mechanic by
trade, with one year of Manufacturing Techniques through which I desired to become a Mechanical Engineer, but due to
family matters I wound up driving trucks for the better part of my working life.
I got divorced and later remarried. Everything changed one day though when I made a bad decision. It put me in here
where I am told what, where, when, and why, no longer controlling my own choices for some time to come.
I was blessed to have spent my early years in Trenton State Prison. I had a somewhat limited church background, which I
now know had been planted on very stony ground. The brothers there began to remove the rocks from around my weak
roots and tended to my early re-growth. Those were the cloudy days mentioned earlier. I have now completed a little bit
over half of my sentence for the actions that have caused this separation from freedom, family, friends, and real food, and
yes! I can now say church with family and friends. It has been many years in which I have had the opportunity to reflect
and rely upon, and also learn from so many different people. All of us are bound here by Jesus Christ our LORD and Savior
(Matt. 16:19).
Since I last testified to you I have been transplanted out of the early soils of Trenton (clouds), which I certainly can say were
necessary for me, to much more fertile grounds here at Rahway. I was blessed to see that many of those that tended the
newly planted saints in Trenton were already here tending to another garden for the LORD. They were the men who were
responsible for my early care. I am planted here now and they, continue to water me, as God supplies the increase. So many
of the seeds, plants and caretakers from the early garden in Trenton have come here. They continue their growth until God
sees fit to move His more mature plants out from behind these walls to the good grounds outside where they are surely
needed.
I am so thankful to this ministry (O.F.P.L.M.) for this newsletter. I thank God for the many names and faces who have given
their love and support for the many years I have known them. I can see the clouds fading as the lights continue to get
brighter all around me.
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...that shineth more and more unto that perfect day." (Prov. 4:18)

“I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matt. 25:36b)

“Philip's Heart”
As always, I greet you in the precious name of
our Lord Jesus Christ. I want to thank the Lord
for another opportunity to speak on behalf of
the men in this 2013 fall issue of the "Inside
Look". It is written, "The Lord openeth the eyes
of the blind: the Lord raiseth them that are
bowed down: the Lord loveth the righteous."
(Psalm 146:8)
I also want to give honor to our wonderful Pastor the Reverend Larry Akins. Under him, I
watch the Lord working daily in the hearts of
the men here in this prison. It never ceases to
amaze me how gracious God is to sinners. Just
the very phrase, "Christ died for the ungodly"
should make our hearts leap for joy! (Rom. 5:6b)
Unless perhaps, we don't have a proper perspective of ourselves. Our pride may whisper, "I
am not like those men who are in prison. They
did this and they did that."

Ministry Visit— back row, Bob & Phlip
front row: Mark, Debbie & Pastor Tom

Beloved, we were all ungodly by the Word of the Lord. Do not deceive yourself, you are nothing but that which the
Lord's grace has allowed you. Indeed, the same tainted blood that is in your veins is also in the hooker on the street
corner. (Acts 17:26a) None of us is made of finer earth than the next, nor will we disintegrate into purer dust than
others when we die. Whoever we are, we are "ungodly" until we are born again. It is written, "What do you have
that you have not received?" (1 Cor. 4:7)
Now, with that thought in mind I want to present to you these "saints" of the Most High God. Yes, blood-bought
and washed by the Lord Jesus Christ. They are faithful men of God carrying the Banner of God's Love in the darkness
of prison walls. Please join me in prayer for their growth and the restoration of their families.
Joyfully in Jesus,
Philip

“Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners.” (Heb.13:3)
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