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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old has gone,
the new has come.
2 Cor. 5:17

Inmate Children Gift Giving Christmas Project 2007
CHILDREN: 62…GIFTS: 174…CHURCHES: 14
DELIVERIES: 29...MAILINGS: 6
Warmed hearts and kids’ smiles – too many to count!
And give thanks for
everything to God the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Ephesians 5:20

As we begin 2008 I find my
heart full of gratitude
toward all of you who have
prayed and supported this
ministry for so many years.
I was looking back over the
records from when OFPLM
first began in 1997. We had
only “4” supporters. Now
ten years later we had just
this year alone over “130”
individuals (and 12
churches) that either
supported monthly or
through a one-time gift.
And if you can believe this,
many of these supporters
were inmates who are
behind bars. What a thrill
to see how God has been so
very faithful over the years.
**********************
OFPLM
P.O. Box 871
Oakhurst, NJ 07755
www.ofpl.org

Thanksgiving at the Lighthouse!
I had the wonderful opportunity to help
serve at the Lighthouse Food Pantry the
Saturday before Thanksgiving. Most of the
work was done before I arrived. All I had to
do was to be blessed! Many bags were
packed for distribution. Everybody who
came early either received a turkey or a
chicken along with a bag of canned veggies,
fruit, and “all the fixings”. People were
coming out of the woodwork. They ended
up giving out over 169 bags of food to the
needy. Susan and her team did an awesome
job that day. I was in awe with how
smoothly things ran. It takes a real gift of
organization!! Go Susan!! Many of you
have met Susan, who came to know the
Lord during her stay at Middlesex County
Correctional back in 2004.

Families waiting to be served.

Susan getting the cider ready!

She found the Most Excellent Way!

I was invited to a Most Excellent Way Dinner this Christmas and was
touched by a young lady who shared her story that evening. Her name was
Valerie and I have known her for years from coming in and out of the
Freehold County Jail.
She was a drug addict, repeat offender, and
professing lesbian. She believed that she was born that way and could never
change. Well, the Lord has saved her and done a marvelous work in her
life. Actually, her life started to change during her last trip in Freehold. As
she was sharing her story I remembered how we had all labored to plant the
seed of Jesus in her heart and how challenged we were by her many tough
questions when she came to Bible Study. There were many tears that
evening as she was sharing her story. I’m truly amazed at the work the
Lord has done in her life. Nobody is beyond change!!

OFPLM MINISTRY UPDATE

JANUARY 2008

All Things are Possible...

Inmate Children Gift Giving Christmas Project 2007
I’m excited to share with you some of the comments and pictures that resulted
from our Christmas Outreach to the many children of the men and women
behind bars. We have some wonderful testimonies and we pray that your hearts
are blessed as to what God can do through a simple visit and a bag of presents!

This little boy told his
mom that it would be
okay if he didn’t get
any presents this year
because he knew how
difficult things were.
He was shocked when
the car pulled up full of
gifts! They all had a
time of prayer and
thanksgiving for the
L o r d ’s b o u n t i f u l
provision.

Our visit to Houston in October. This is
Debbie with Carlos’ mom on her left.
Also pictured are his aunt and uncle.

Many of you know that we have been
working with a young inmate named
Carlos in Rahway. About six years ago I
questioned him if he had any idea where
his real mom was. His face sort of fell
as he explained that he had no
relationship with her or even knew
where she was living. So we started to
pray that God would somehow open a
door for reconciliation. This fall we
took a step of faith and ventured
out with an address and a phone
number.
Through much prayer we
ended up finding her in Houston, Texas.
She seemed moved by our visit and
open to starting a new relationship with
her son after 15 years. Look what the
Lord can do!!
During Christmas though we were able
to connect with the other half of his
family that lives more local in
Plainfield, NJ. (He has a huge family if
I might say!) We invited his Dad, wife,
sister and kids to church where shortly
after that showered them with
Christmas gifts. We are praying that
they will sense their need for a
relationship with Jesus and want to be
apart of the body of Christ in Plainfield.

Sometimes there can be a bit of a
language barrier, but everybody
understands “slap me five”!

Sometimes the “deliverers” are as blessed as those
getting the gifts...

The Fellowship of Christian
Athletes got into the action
this year!

“Brenda, Mike, and I got to bestow God's love on
the children and their mom. They were overjoyed
that their father had remembered them with
presents this Christmas and we spoke of the love of
Jesus to them. After tons of hugs and smiles we left
praising our gracious and ever-caring God. Our
ride home was one of jubilation. God is
amazing!!!”

Prayer Requests:
✦

✦
✦

Please pray for God's protection on a group of us traveling to Indiana on Feb.
10-15, for the yearly NANC Counseling Conference. Pray that it will be a time of
learning and refreshment. We are praying that we don't get snowed in like last year
(in 2007 we saw 18 inches!).
After that I will be flying to Chicago to visit some of my mom's family.
Finally on to Missouri to visit with the mother of one our our inmate’s who is
incarcerated in Trenton State Prison. Pray that I will be an encouragement to her.

And there’s more.....
Carlos’ family in Plainfield, NJ at
church during Christmas weekend.

We’d love your feedback. Email us
at prisonministries@juno.com.

We are praising God for what He did through the Inmate Gift Giving Project
this year. Because we received so many testimonies and pictures, we were
unable to include them all here. Please look for a separate email that is sure
to bless your socks off!

